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" Why did you come here ?   To spy ?"

" No, I ran away from the soldiers."

"Which soldiers?"

"The soldiers of Nankin. We revolted against
Yuan Shi Kai and now, I think, we defeated him.'*

" Hehe.   And I deserted Yuan Shi Kai's soldiers."

" I ran away and went through China. I want
to see why the peasants in the North don't revolt.*'

"Why should they revolt?" Kien Heng asked,
bewildered. The other -coughed, staring at the river.

"We revolted several times," he said. "I was
leader of our organization in Yunan. When Yuan Shi
Kai was big, I had to flee to Canton. Later I joined
the soldiers and went to Nankin. Again we fought
against the North. Sometimes I spoke with farmers
from the North who had fled South on account of the
floods. I thought these farmers in the North would
revolt now. I couldn't think of anything else but the
farmers in the North and how they should revolt. So
I deserted and went North. I wanted to show the
farmers how to rise. We in Yunan revolted several
times."

"They   won't   rise,"   Kien   Heng   said.     "Our
peasants are a cowardly rabble.   We coolies in Pekin,
of course, we always had a shindy with the Police."
"A shindy isn't a revolt."

"Well, how do you revolt?" Kien Heng said
mockingly. "You look like a very revolting man,
Hehe."

" One starts secret organizations and attacks the
landlords, the cheating rice buyers and moneylenders.
Then one takes possession of the land and distributes
it equally among all peasants and works it together.